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Dear Sir: TECH CENTEfl 1600/2900 

Preliminary to examination of the above-captioned patent application, 
please amend the application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the specification as follows (a marked-up copy of the 
amended specification is attached to this Amendment): 

Please replace the paragraph on page 1, lines 17-29, with the following 
paragraph: 



Cancer, which is a leading cause of death in the United States, is 
characterized by an increase in the number of abnormal neoplastic cells, which 
proliferate to form a tumor mass, the invasion of adjacent tissues by these 
neoplastic tumor cells, and the generation of malignant cells that metastasize via 
the blood or lymphatic system to regional lymph nodes and to distant sites. 
Among the hallmarks of cancer is a breakdown in the communication among 
tumor cells and their environment. Normal cells do not divide in the absence of 
stimulatory signals and cease dividing in the presence of inhibitory signals. 
Growth-stimulatory and growth-inhibitory signals, are routinely exchanged 
between cells within a tissue. In a cancerous, or neoplastic state, a cell 



